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SONNY BOY

A FILM BY MARIA PETERS

Bound by Love - Torn by Fate

Based on the acclaimed bestseller by Dutch author
Annejet van der Zijl, SONNY BOY is the exceptional
based on true facts love story between two apparently
ordinary people: typical Dutch Rika, mother of 4
children and a 17 years younger colored guy from
Surinam called Waldemar. Their love survives all the
presumptions and obstructions of the sometimes cruel
outside world, but finally is unable to cope with the
brutal and devastating power of the war.

In 1928, young Waldemar leaves his homeland
Surinam. He goes to Holland to study. That's why his
mother calls him an ‘oceanswimmer'. In Holland, he's
confronted with curiosity and misfortune because of
discrimination, until he meets Rika, just divorced (with
four children) who runs a boarding house.

They ultimately fall in love. The showpiece their hidden
love is a young boy, whom they call ‘Sonny Boy'.
Because of this, Rika loses custody of her other four
children and is thrown out of her house. With the help
of Sam, an aged Jewish artist, they find a new home
and again Rika starts a boarding house. After a period
of relative happiness the volcano of World War2
erupts...

Rika and Waldemar are being asked hide refugees and
Jews in their boarding house. They do so, until they are

betrayed. Both Rika and Waldemar are send to German
Concentration Camps, while little Sonny Boy hides in a
farm in the country.

Little Sonny Boy survives the war, but loses his
parents... ‘When there are grey skies, | don't mind the
grey skies, you make them blue Sonny Boy...'
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